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Delhi HC asks police to reply to MP

NEW DELHI, JULY
26: The Delhi High Courton
Friday asked the city police
to respond to TMC Lok
Sabha MP Mahua Moitra's
plea seeking quashing of an
FIR against her over a
"derogatory" social media
remark on NCW chief Rekha
Sharma.

Justice Neena Bansal Kr-
ishna issued a notice to the
Delhi Police on the petition
and asked it to file a status
reportwithin four weeks.

The high court listed the
matter for arguments on the
legality and validity of the
FIR, aschallenged in the pe-
tition, on November 6.

The police registered an
FIR against Moitra this
month Under Section 79 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) that deals with a
word, gesture or act in-
tended to insult the modesty

Mahua Moitra’s plea to quash FIR

of awoman.

Thiswas the first FIR reg-
istered under the BNS by the
Delhi Police's Special Cell
since it came into force on
July 1. The Trinamool Con-

] 1
gress (TMC) leader had
commented on a video
posted on X that showed Na-
tional Commission for
Women (NCW) chief Rekha
Sharmaarriving at the site of

a stampede in Uttar
Pradesh's Hathras on July 4.
Moitra later deleted the
post, which referred to a
man holding an umbrella
and walking behind Sharma.
Senior advocate Indira
Jaising, appearing for
Moitra, submitted that they
were not provided with a
copy of FIR despite asking.

The counsel for the police
then handed over the FIR
copy to the petitioner's
counsel inthe court.

The FIR stated that the
NCW took suo motu cogni-
sance of Moitra's alleged
"derogatory remarks" and
the FIR was lodged based on
acomplaint by the NCW.

The FIR stated, "The
crude remarks made by
Moitra are extremely outra-
geous and a sheer violation
of a woman's right to live
with dignity."

NEET case: CBI reveals ‘collusion’ between Oasis
school prmupal V|ce prmupal mastermind

NEW DELHI, JULY 26:
NEET paper leak case 'mas-
termind’ Pankaj Kumar acted
in collusion with the princi-
pal and the vice principal of
Oasis School in Hazaribagh
to access the question paper
hours before the commence-
ment of the exam on May 5
and itwas solved and sent to
candidates who had hire his
services, the CBI said on
Thursday.

Inastatementissued onits
probe inthe NEET paper leak
case so far, the agency said
Kumar, one of the alleged
masterminds, acted in con-
nivance with Oasis School
Principal Ehsanul Haque,
also the NTA City Coordina-
tor, and Vice Principal Imtiaz
Alam, who was the Centre
Superintendent.

All three have been ar-
rested by the agency, itsaid.

The CBI said it could iden-
tify the centre using half
burnt papers recovered from
ahostel in Patna.

"The trunks containing the
NEET UG 2024 question pa-
pers were brought to the
school and kept in the control
room in the morning of 05-

o
05-2024. Minutes after the
trunksarrived, the above said
Principal and Vice Principal
unauthorisedly and illegally
allowed access to the room
where the trunks were kept,
to the mastermind named
above. The sophisticated
tools used to open the trunk
and access the question pa-
pers from the trunk have
been seized,” a CBI
spokesperson said.

The paper was solved at
Hazaribagh on the morning
of examination by a set of
solvers who are studying in
MBBS courses at AIIMS
Patna, RIMS Ranchi and a
Medical College in Bharat-

pur. The agency has arrested
seven alleged solvers.

"The solved paper was
shared with certain selected
students who paid money to
the accused. All the solvers,
who are MBBS students from
reputed colleges, have been
identified and most of them
arrested. These solvers were
specially brought to Hazarib-
aghas part of the conspiracy,"
the CBI spokesperson said.

Other masterminds gang
memberswho acted with Ku-
mar have been identified and
some of them arrested.

"This group was actively
assisted by a set of accused
personswho arranged places

for housing the candidates,
another set of accused were
involved in mobilising and
ferrying the candidates. The
candidates who gained ac-
cess to the solved question
paper are being traced and
necessary action is being
taken," the CBI hassaid.

The agency has so far ar-
rested 36 persons, he said.

In a major setback to un-
successful — aspirants  of
NEET-UG 2024, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
dismissed the pleas seeking
cancellation and re-test of the
controversy-ridden exam,
holding that there was no evi-
dence on record to conclude
that it was "vitiated" on ac-
countof "'systemic breach" of
itssanctity.

The court, however, said
the fact that the leak of ques-
tion paper indeed took place
in Hazaribagh and Patna is
"notindispute", and referred
to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation's status report to
say that "155 students drawn
from the exam centres at
Hazaribagh and Patna ap-
peared to be the beneficiaries
of thefraud".

Attacking Harris on basis of gender or
race Is not helpful, L Nikki Haley

WASHINGTON, JULY
26: Attacking Vice President
KamalaHarris, presumptive
nominee of the Democratic
party, is not helpful, Republi-
can leader Nikki Haley said
on Thursday and insisted
that she needs to be criticized
based on her policies.

“It's not helpful. It's not
helpful. I mean, we're talking
about a liberal senator who
literally has not accom-
plished very much and what
she was given she didn't do
muchwith. You don't need to
talk about what she looks like
or what gender she is to talk
about that. The American
people are smarter than
that,” Haley told CNN in an
interview.

She was responding to a
question on the attack on
Harris based on the colour of
her skinand gender.

“Talk about the fact that
she doesn't believe in frack-
ing. Tell that to the voters in
Pennsylvania. Talk about the
fact that she doesn't want to
talk about paying down debt.
She wants to increase taxes.
Tell that to the American
people. Talk about the fact
that consumer prices have
gone up 19.5% since Joe and
Kamala were in office,” she
said.

“Talk about the fact that
she's always sided with the
Palestinian protests instead
of our friend Israel. There are
S0 many issues we can talk
about when it comes to Ka-
mala Harris. It doesn't matter
what she looks like. It mat-

terswhat she said, what she's
fought for, and the lack of re-
sults that she's had because
ofit,” Haley said.

The former Republican
presidential candidate, who
lost to Donald Trump in the
primary race, said she was
not surprised when Democ-
ratic nominee and incum-
bent President Joe Biden
dropped out of the race,
paving the way for Harris to
be on the party’s ticket.

“l wasn't surprised and |
didn't take happiness in it.
Through the whole cam-
paign, | fought for mental
competency tests. | wasn't
doing it to be disrespectful. |
wasn't doing it to be mean. |
was doing it because | think
it's not just Joe Biden. There
isan issue thatwe have in DC
where people will go into of-
fice and they won't let go.
And then their staffers and
their family keep propping
them up and it's a problem
for the American people,”
shesaid.

“So, | never thought he

~ would make it to the election.
I always said a vote for Joe
Biden is a vote for Kamala
Harris, and | think that's
what's playing out,” she said.

Haley, the former South
Carolina Governor and US
Ambassador to the United
Nations, said the Democrats
are very smart to put in a
younger candidate.

“I think that that's what
America has craved. But |
think whatyou look at is they
putin the weakest candidate
they could putin,” she said.

“You look at the fact that
Kamala.. she had one job.
That was to deal with illegal
immigration and the border.
She didn'tdo it. She was the
most progressive Senator
that we had next to Bernie
Sanders. You can see it play-
ing out, whether it's the fact
that she didn't show up at
Bibi's speech yesterday,
whether it's the fact that she
pushed for all this govern-
ment spending, whether it's
the fact that when shewasin
California, the most liberal

state, there was no tax she
didn't propose. There was
nothing that she didn't want
tosee,” Haley said.

“All of her, the things she's
doing from not wanting
fracking to not wanting oil
drilling, all of these things are
incredibly liberal. And sheiis
much more progressive than
Joe Biden ever was. So, the
fact that they put in Kamala
Harris, kudos for putting in
someone younger. The fact
that you put in one of the
most liberal politicians you
probably could have put in
it'sgoingtobeanissue,” Ha-
ley said.

Give Bharat Ratna to Kanshi Ram or stop
misleading Dalits: Mayawati to BJP

LUCKNOW, JULY 26:
Mayawati on Friday hit out
at the BJP over a party MP
seeking the Bharat Ratna for
Kanshi Ram, saying the saf-
fron party, which s in power
at the Centre, should either
award the highest civilian
honour to the BSP founder
or stop "misleading"” Dalits.

BJP MP from Shahjahan-
pur, Arun Kumar Sagar, on
Thursday demanded in the
Lok Sabha that Kanshi Ram
be conferred with the Bharat
Ratna.

Hailing Kanshi Ram as a
'Bahujan Nayak', Sagar said
the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) founder was an ace
politician and a social re-
former who dedicated hisen-
tire life to the welfare of the
downtrodden.

BSP chief and former Ut-
tar Pradesh chief minister
Mayawati, in a post in Hindi
on X, said if the BJP-led cen-

tral government confers the
Bharat Ratna on Kanshi
Ram, the party would wel-
come itwholeheartedly.
"Instead of a Dalit MP of
BJP from UP demanding
Bharat Ratna for BSP
founder Shri Kanshi Ram ji,
(the BJP) should immedi-
ately getitdoneasitsgovern-

ment is in power at the cen-
tre and the BSP will welcome
it wholeheartedly. Else (the
BJP) should stop misleading
Dalits," she said.

Mayawati also alleged that
the Union Budget failed to
give proper attention to a
poor and backward state like
Uttar Pradesh which has a

huge population.

In the budget presented by
the NDA government in Par-
liament, the allocation was
done in a biased manner for
political gains instead of na-
tional and public interests,
she said.

Although such step-moth-
erly treatment by the Centre
towards some states is not
new as the BSP government
had faced it too when it was
in power in Uttar Pradesh,
she said.

"The non-BJP ruled states
are unhappy with the budget
and have decided not to par-
ticipate in the meeting of the
NITI Aayog regarding this.
How fair is it not to pay
proper attention to a poor
and backward state with a
huge population like UP? It
isveryimportant for the Cen-
tre to keep the country and
public interests paramount,”
she added in another post.

Kanwar directive on eateries to ensure peace,
avoid 'potential confusmn UP govt |n SC

NEW DELHI, JULY
26: The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernmenton Friday defended
itsdirective requiring eater-
ies along the Kanwar Yatra
route to display the names of
their owners and staff, say-
ing the idea was to bring in
transparency, avoid "poten-
tial confusion™ and ensure a
peaceful yatra.

OnJuly 22, the apex court
ordered an interim stay on
the directives issued by the
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand govern-
ments.

"It may be noted that the
idea behind the directives is
transparency and informed
choice of the consumer/kan-
waria regarding the food
they eat during the period of
the Yatra, keeping in mind
their religious sentiments so
that they don't, even acci-
dently, fall foul of their be-
liefs," the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment said in its reply on
pleas challenging the direc-
tive.

The directives asking
eateries along the Kanwar
Yatraroutes were decried by
the opposition as intended
to promote religious dis-
crimination.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment said in its submis-
sion to the Supreme Court
that care is taken by the state
to ensure that persons of all
religions, faiths and beliefs
coexist and equal impor-
tance is given to their festi-
vals.

"It is submitted that the
impugned Press Release was
issued solely in the interest
of ensuring a peaceful com-
pletion of the Kanwar Yatra,
in which more than 4.07
Crores of Kanwariyas partic-
ipate annually,"” itsaid.

The state government said
it has imposed no ban or
prohibition on the trade or
business of the food sellers
(except the restriction on

selling non veg food), and
they are free to conduct their
businessas usual.

"The requirement to dis-
play the names and identi-
ties of the owners is merely
an additional measure toen-
sure transparency and avoid
any potential confusion
among the Kanwariyas," it
added.

According to the affidavit,
the directives do notimpose
any discrimination and the
requirement to display the
names and identities applies
uniformly to all food sellers
along the route, irrespective
of their religious or commu-
nity affiliations. It added
that the directive is limited
to the route and for less than
two weeks.

The Kanwar Yatra is an
annual pilgrimage during
the month of Shravan per-
formed by Shiva devotees
who carry water from the
Ganga from Haridwar and
other holy places to offer to
Lord Shivaat various places
of worship across the state
and even beyond the state,
said the affidavit, filed

[

through standmg counsel
Ruchira Goel.

Itadded that crores of pil-
grims take part with reli-
gious fervour, many not lit-
erate, and walking barefoot.
Even small confusions re-
garding the kind of food they
are served, has the potential
to hurt their religious senti-
ments and cause flare ups,
especially in acommunally
sensitive area like Muzaffar-
nagar, the state government
said.

"Such situations would
obviously lead to flare ups...
Amishap in the form of tak-
ing a meal unwittingly of a
place that would have other-
wise not been of their choice,
could, for the Kanwaria, vi-
tiate the entire Yatra, peace
and tranquillity in the area,
the maintenance of which is
the bounden duty of the
State," itadded.

In 2008, it added, the
apex court had even upheld
the complete closure of
slaughter houses in Gujarat
for nine days during a Jain
festival while keeping in
mind the sentiments of the

devotees

The UP government said
itis imperative to take pre-
ventive measures that en-
sure a peaceful and harmo-
nious pilgrimage.

"Past incidents have
shown that misunderstand-
ings regarding the type of
food being sold have led to
tensions and disturbances.
The directives are a proac-
tive measure to avoid such
situations," it said.

On July 22, the top court
had issued notice to the gov-
ernments of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Madhya
Pradesh and said the eater-
ies may be required to dis-
play the kind of food they are
serving whether they are
vegetarian or non-vegetar-
ian. The top courtis hearinga
batch of pleas challenging
the directives. Among those
who filed the petitions are
TMC MP Mahua Moitra,
academician Apoorvanand
Jha and columnist Aakar
Patel, and the NGO Associa-
tion of Protection of Civil
Rights challenging the direc-
tives.

Imran Khan's party workers arrested from across
Pakistan, prevented from demonstrations in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE,
JULY 26: Except in the Pakistani
capital, party leaders and supporters
of Imran Khan held demonstrations
across the country where hundreds
of workers were arrested on Friday
while protesting the inflated electric-
ity bills and demanding the former
prime minister’s release from jail.

After the government banned
protests in Islamabad, Khan’s Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) ap-
proached the Islamabad High Court,
urging it to order the administration
toallowitto hold protests. The court,
after hearing arguments, reserved its
judgment.

The main opposition party, PTI,
could not hold its much-publicised
protest in the national capital after
the government banned public gath-
erings. However, its ally, the

rightwing Jamaat-i-1slami (J1), went
ahead with its protest rally by defy-
ing the ban and claimed that police
arrested several workers.

In Lahore, more than 150 workers
of both parties were arrested by law
enforcement agencies of the Punjab
province.

Khan, the 71-year-old PTI founder
has been incarcerated at the Adiala
Jail in Rawalpindi in multiple cases
since August lastyear.

In Islamabad, the PTI had an-
nounced a countrywide protest for
the release of Imran Khan and other
arrested party leaders and workers,
saying that it would rally in front of
the National Press Club in the capi-
tal, while the JI planned to stage a sit-
in at the famous F-Chowk facing the
parliament building against the ris-
ing cost of electricity and rising prices

of other commaodities.

However, police imposed section
144, banning all kinds of gatherings,
including protests in the federal cap-
ital, sealing the Red Zone for all en-
tries. The zone houses key govern-
ment offices and embassies.

“Any kind of protest or rally will not
be allowed in the federal capital. No
one will be allowed to violate Section
144 and strict action will be taken
against the violators,” the Islamabad
administration had warned.

Later, the PTI Islamabad unit pres-
ident Amir Mughal issued a video
message announcing that the party
had called offits protest in Islamabad
and rescheduled it for Monday.

Police also partially closed the Is-
lamabad Highway at the Faizabad
Interchange, which sits on the main
entry point from Rawalpindi to Is-

lamabad, to stop the protestors’
movement.

JI spokesperson Qaisar Sharif said
in a statement that dozens of its
workers, who were reaching Islam-
abad to take part in the anti-inflation
protest, were taken into custody.

Condemning the action of the po-
lice, Sharif said that despite the She-
hbaz Sharif government’s “fascist
tactics” the JI workers would hold a
sit-in at D-Chowk in Islamabad.

Separately, the Punjab Home De-
partmentimposed section 144 in the
province to ban all protests and gath-
erings from July 26 to 29.

In Lahore, a senior police officer
said: “Police have detained over 150
workers of JI and PTI from Lahore,
Multan, Gujranwala and Faisalabad
districts of Punjab so far. Most of the
arrested belong tothe JI.”



